
 Human Rights, International Relations and Diplomacy – HU925

Human Rights Centre 

University of Essex

Term I
Module Director: Prof Ahmed Shaheed
Teaching Team: 

Prof Ahmed Shaheed 

2022/2023
I.  General Information

Module Description
The module will introduce students to the nature of the international system and its influence on the promotion of human rights. As a practice-oriented module, it will examine the role of foreign policy instruments in the promotion of human rights as well as the use of human rights to advance foreign policy goals of states in bilateral, regional and multilateral contexts. It will discuss different strategies employed in the setting of international human right standards and in promoting these standards, and the role of various actors, including civil society, in using ‘human rights diplomacy’.
Aims
The purpose of the module is to provide students LLM/MA/MPhil  programmes with a global perspective on the practice of human rights, especially in the negotiation and implementation of human rights norms. It enables an in-depth study of human rights advocacy by multilateral institutions and international civil society organisations, comparative study of foreign policy, and greater understanding of the international political context in which human rights are promoted and defended. It will be especially useful for students taking the LLM and MA courses in human rights, and postgraduate students outside of those courses may take the module for credit with approval of the module director. There are no pre-requisites or correlated courses.

Learning Outcomes
The module has five major objectives for learning outcomes:

· to understand different conceptions of the international system and how they each enhance or constrain the advancement of human rights as well as the relationship between competing national interests pursued by states

· to analyse the processes by which human rights norms are set and promoted, and to examine them in comparative perspective

· to recognise the relevance of multi-disciplinary approaches to the understanding of human rights in a global context

· to develop greater awareness of the tools and means of success in the advocacy of human rights

· to develop the critical reasoning, analytical writing and oral argumentation skills

Learning & Teaching Methods 
The module will be held two hours a week for nine weeks in Term 1.  It will be taught by seminar and class discussion method.  The outline below contains the reading assignments for each class.  Additional lecture notes, readings and bibliography will also be given out in class at the beginning of each new topic. Students would be expected to have read, and thought about, the readings prior to the class.

At each session the course instructor will provide an overview and then enter into dialogue with the students, drawing out from them the issues and arguments raised by the selected readings. The course instructor will bring together important concepts, identify those matters which were missed, emphasise the structure and shape of the topic, and suggest consideration of existing problems.  Active participation by all students will be encouraged and each student will be expected to engage in the discussion.

Indicative Module Content

The key topics covered by this module would include:

Seminar 1: The Nature of the International System: Theories, Challenges & Practice

Seminar 2: Diplomacy and Human Rights:  Tools and  Challenges
Seminar 3: Human Rights Normative Framework: Regression and Fragmentation? 
Seminar 4: Setting Standards: The Politics and Practice of Norm Setting
Seminar 5: Monitoring and Implementation of Human Rights: Tools and Processes 
Seminar 6: The Role and Function of Civil Society: Mobilising for Human Rights 
Seminar 7: Human Rights in Foreign Policy: Means or End? 
Seminar  8: Post-Colonial Approaches to Human Rights: Challenging Hegemonies
Seminar  9: The Power of Human Rights: From Compliance to Operationalisation 
General Reading List
The key introductory texts books include:
· Michael Goodhart. Human Rights: Politics and Practice. 3rd Ed.  Oxford University Press, 2016.
· Jack Donnelly and Daniel J Whelan.  International Human Rights, 6th ed, Routledge, 2020.
· Thomas Risse, Stephen C Ropp and Kathyrn Sikkink, eds. The Persistent Power of Human Rights Cambridge University Press, 2013.
· David P. Forsythe.  Human Rights and International Relations, 3rd. Cambridge University Press, 2018.
· Michael O’Flaherty, Zdzisław Kędzia, Amrei Müller and George Ulrich. Human Rights Diplomacy: Contemporary Perspectives. Leiden: Martinus Jijhoff, 2011.
· Jeffrey L Dunoff and Mark A. Pollack, Interdisciplinary Perspectives in International Law and International Relations, Cambridge University Press, 2013
II. Seminars

Week 1: Human Rights in International Relations: Theories, Challenges & Practice

During the course of the 20th century, human rights became embedded in international relations, but the focus given to safeguarding human rights has varied over time and space, and the reasons for these variations have been explained differently by advocates of various theoretical perspectives on the nature of international relations. The primary challenge has been to reconcile the sovereignty of states with the imperatives of a universal moral order;  and the juxtaposition of universal rights with the changing currents of the international system, from decolonization to globalization and from the Cold War to the War on Terror. International human rights law is developed and implemented in the interaction amongst states and other actors in these changing contexts and viewed from different theoretical perspectives. 

In this seminar students will examine the implications of these different contexts and perspectives for the promotion of human rights. They will also analyse the linkages between the international and domestic contexts in the promotion of human rights, including how states of varying domestic political structures respond to international human rights norms, and how they interact with each other in relation to human rights agenda. The usefulness or otherwise of the Spiral Model to understand human rights promotion will be examined.

Essential  Reading:

1) Tim Dunne and Marianne Hanson, “Human Rights in International Relations,” in Human Rights: Politics and Practice, 3rd ed, edited by Michael Goodhart, Oxford University, 2016, pp 44-57

2) Thomas Risse and Stephen C Ropp, “Introduction and Overview,” in The Persistent Power of Human Rights edited by Thomas Risse, Stephen C Ropp and Kathyrn Sikkink, Cambridge, University Press, 2013, pp. 3-25.
3) Todd Landman, Protecting Human Rights: A Comparative Study. Washington, DC.: Georgetown University Press, 2005, pp. 1-31
4) Gisela Hirschmann, ‘Pluralist Accountability: A Theoretical Framework,’  in Accountabilty in Global Governance: Pluralist Accountability in Global Governance by Hirschmann, Oxford: OUP, 2020 pp. 17-56.
Useful Reading:

1) Sonia Cardenas, “Human Rights in Comparative Politics,” in Human Rights: Politics and Practice, 3rd  ed, edited by Michael Goodhart, Oxford University Press, 2016, pp 77-90

2) G. John Ikenberry, “The End of the Liberal Order?” International Affairs v 94 no.1 (2018) 7–23

3) Jack Donnelly, “International Human Rights: A Regime Analysis”  International Organization Vol. 40, No. 3 (Summer, 1986): 599-642
4) Grainne De Búrca, “Human Rights Experimentalism,” American Journal of International Law, v 111 no. 2, (2017) 277-316
Further Reading: 

5) Ruggie, John Gerard. "Global Governance and “New Governance Theory”: Lessons from Business and Human Rights." Global Governance v 20 no.1 (January-March 2014): 5-17.

6) Abbott, Kenneth Wayne and Genschel, Philipp and Snidal, Duncan and Zangl, Bernhard, Orchestration: Global Governance through Intermediaries (August 6, 2012). Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2125452 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2125452
7) Julie Mertus, “Is it ever reasonable for one state to invade another for humanitarian reasons? The ‘declaratory tradition’ and the UN Charter,” in Human Rights: The Hard Questions, edited by Cindy Holder and David Reidy, Cambridge, University Press, 2013, pp. 329-46.

8) Richard H. Steinberg, “Wanted Dead or Alive: Realism in International Law” in Interdisciplinary Perspectives in International Law and International Relations edited by Jeffrey L Dunoff and Mark A Pollack, Cambridge: UP, 2013, pp. 146-167
9) Andrew Moravcsik, “Liberal Theories of International Law,” in Interdisciplinary Perspectives in International Law and International Relations edited by Jeffrey L Dunoff and Mark A Pollack, Cambridge: UP, 2013, pp. 83-113
10) Sir Jeremy Greenstock, “Geopolitics and Power: What Room for Human Rights?,” in  Current Issues in Human Rights and International Relations: Papers from the Clemens Nathan Research Centre, edited by Clemens Nathan, Leiden: Martinus Nijhoff, 2010, pp. 117-126.
11) Mark Klamberg, Power and Law in International Society: International Relations as the Sociology of International Law. Abingdon: Routledge, 2015, pp. 37-60 & 89-128; 

12) Barabara Koremenos, “Institutionalism and International Law”, in Interdisciplinary Perspectives in International Law and International Relations edited by Jeffrey L Dunoff and Mark A Pollack, Cambridge: UP, 2013, pp. 59- 77

13) Jutta Broonee and Stephen J Toope, “Constructivism and International Law,” in Interdisciplinary Perspectives in International Law and International Relations edited by Jeffrey L Dunoff and Mark A Pollack, Cambridge: UP, 2013, pp. 119-140.
14) Mark P Lagon, “Promoting Human Rights: Is US Consistency Desirable or Possible?” New York: Council on Foreign Relations, 2013. Available online at http://www.cfr.org/human-rights/promoting-human-rights-us-consistency-desirable-possible/p26228
15) Volker Rittberger and Bernhard Zangl. International Organization: Polity, Politics and  Policies. Translated by Antoinette Groom. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2006. esp Chapter  12, “Between a World State and  and International Anarchy: Global Governance,” pp. 209-215.
16)  James W Nickel, “Is Today's International Human Rights System a Global Governance Regime?” The Journal of Ethics, Vol. 6, No. 4 (2002), pp. 353-371.
17) Alison Brysk, “From Rights to Realities,” in Globalization and Human Rights edited by Brysk, Berkeley: UC Press, 2002, pp. 242-256
18) Kelly K Pease and David Forsythe, “Human Rights, Humanitarian Intervention and World Politics.” Human Rights Quarterly vol 15, no. 2 (May 1993): 290-31

19) Samantha Power, “Stopping Genocide and Securing "Justice": Learning by Doing,” Social Research, Vol. 69, No. 4, International Justice, War Crimes, and Terrorism: The U.S. Record (Winter 2002), pp. 1093-1107.
20) Bruce Bueno de Mesquita,  Principles of International Politics, 5th Ed, 2013, Los Angeles: Sage. pp 293-320.

21) Timothy Longman and Natalie Zahringer, “Explaining State Responses to Human Rights,”in  The New Dynamics of Multilateralism: Diplomacy, International Organizations, and Global Governance edited by James P Muldoon, Jr., et al. Boulder, CO: Westview, 2011, pp. 129-147
22) Scott Burchill et al, Theories of International Relations, 5th ed, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan 2013. 

23) Jack Donnelly, International Human Rights, Boulder, CO., Westview, 2013.

24)  Kathryn Sikkink, “Transnational Politics, International Relations Theory, and Human Rights,” Political Science and Politics, Vol. 31, No. 3 (Sep., 1998), pp. 516-523

25) Hans Peter Schmitz and Kathryn Sikkink, “International Human Rights,” in Handbook of International Relations,2nd ed, edited by Walter Carlsnaes, Thomas Risse, and Beth A Simmons,  Los Angeles, Sage, 2013.

26) Risse, Rope and Sikkink, The Persistent Power of Human Rights: From Commitment to Compliance, Cambridge: CUP: 2013;  

27) A Brysk and G Shafir, eds. National Insecurity and Human Rights: Democracies Debate Counterterrorism. Berkeley: UCP, 2007;  

28) International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty (ICSS). The Responsibility to Protect. Report of the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty. Ottawa. Canada: International Development Research Centre.  
29) David A Lake, “The New Sovereignty in International Relations,” International Studies Review, Vol. 5, No. 3 (Sep., 2003), pp. 303-323.

30) Nicholas Rengger, Political Theory and International Relations: Promised Land or Exit from Eden?”. International Affairs (Royal Institute of International Affairs 1944), Vol. 76, No. 4 (Oct., 2000), pp. 755-770
Week 2:  Diplomacy and Human Rights: Forms, Tools and Challenges
Diplomacy traditionally has been associated with the dialogue amongst states in pursuit of national interests. Human rights diplomacy involves the use of diplomatic negotiation and persuasion for the specific purpose of promoting and protecting human rights. It involves a very wide range of actors, including the classic diplomats, international civil servants, international organizations, civil society activists, as well as eminent persons and celebrities.

This week, we will talk about the basics of human rights diplomacy: what’s its purpose; how does it happen; what are the rules and conventions governing diplomacy; what types and methods of diplomacy are there; how well suited are diplomatic methods to promoting human rights agendas; and how can we use diplomacy to advance the human rights agenda. Some of the questions you can reflect on include: ( Is human rights diplomacy a contradiction in terms (oxymoron)? ( What are the means of persuading states to give up their sovereignty in exchange for clear international human rights standards? ( What are the pitfalls of human rights diplomacy? ( Does instrumentalization of human rights to achieve other foreign policy goals raise issues about the credibility of HR diplomacy? What can be done about that? ( How effective is human rights diplomacy?
Essential Reading:

1) Michael O’Flaherty et al, ‘Introduction: Human Rights Diplomacy -Contemporary Perspectives,’ in Human Rights Diplomacy: Contemporary Perspectives edited by Michael O’Flaherty et al. Leiden: Martinus Nijohff, 2011, pp. 1-18
2) Kelly-Kate Pease, Human Rights and Humanitarian Diplomacy: Negotiating for Human Rights (2016), Chapter 1.
3) Andrew Cooper et al, “The Challenges of 21st Century Diplomacy ” in idem eds. The Oxford Handbook of Modern Diplomacy, 2013, pp 1-31
4) Javier Solana, “The Case for ‘Human Diplomacy’”, Hague Journal of Diplomacy  v 15 (2020): 670-680
5) Kirsten Carpenter and Alexey Tsykarev. “Indigenous Peoples and Diplomacy on the World Stage.” AJIL Unbound, vol. 115, 2021, pp. 118–122. doi:10.1017/aju.2021.7
Useful Reading: 

1) Rama Mani and Richard Ponzio, ‘Peaceful Settlement of Disputes and Conflict Prevention’, in Thomas G. Weiss and Sam Daws (eds.), The Oxford Handbook on the United Nations (2018, 2nd ed.)

2) Kelly-Kate Pease, Human Rights and Humanitarian Diplomacy: Negotiating for Human Rights (2016).
3) Corneliu Bjola, Ilan Manor, ‘The rise of hybrid diplomacy: from digital adaptation to digital adoption,’ International Affairs, Volume 98, Issue 2, March 2022, Pages 471–491, https://doi.org/10.1093/ia/iiac005
4) Rhona Smith, Conall Mallory & Sean Molloy, ‘Brexiting human rights diplomacy and the United Nations Human Rights Council: opportunity or cause for concern’ (2020) 24 International Journal of Human Rights 414-438. 
5) Roland Burke, ‘Real Thinking’: American Human Rights Diplomacy and the Perils of Anti-Emotionalism, 1950-1980, Diplomacy & Statecraft, 31:2 (2020) 306-325. https://doi.org/10.1080/09592296.2020.1760036
6) Jatswan S. Sidhu, ‘Human Rights Violations in Myanmar and the Military Junta’s Defensive Human Rights Diplomacy’ (2010) 6 Journal of International Studies. Available open-access at: http://www.e-journal.uum.edu.my/index.php/jis/article/view/7905 

7) George Ulrich, ‘Framework for The Analysis of Human Rights Diplomacy’, in Human Rights Diplomacy: Contemporary Perspectives edited by Michael O’Flaherty (Martinus Nijhoff, 2011), Chapter 2.
8) Robert Archer, ‘A Short Reflection on Human Rights Diplomacy’, in Human Rights Diplomacy: Contemporary Perspectives edited by Michael O’Flaherty (Martinus Nijhoff, 2011), Chapter 2.
9) Eileen Denza, Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, United Nations Audio Visual Library, http://legal.un.org/avl/pdf/ha/vcdr/vcdr_e.pdf  (for video lectures see: http://legal.un.org/avl/ls/Denza_DCL.html  
10) Michael Noonan, ‘Morgenthau, on Diplomacy’, War on the Rocks, available at https://warontherocks.com/2014/02/morgenthau-on-diplomacy/ 

11) John Dugard, Diplomatic Protection, United Nations Audio Visual Library,  http://legal.un.org/avl/ls/Dugard_DP.html#
12) Bertrand G. Ramcharan, Contemporary Preventive Diplomacy (Routledge, 2020), Chapter 1
13) An Agenda for Peace: Preventive diplomacy, peacemaking and peace-keeping, The Report of the Secretary-General, A/47/277 (1992)
14) Rein Mullerson, Human Rights Diplomacy. London: Routledge, 1997 esp pp.102-147.

15) Itsván Lakatos, ‘The Potential Role of Small State and their “Niche Diplomacy” at the UN and in the field of Human Rights, with Special Attention to Montenegro,’ 2017 Pecs Journal of International and European Law 58.

16) Alfredo Tjiurimo Hengari, ‘South Africa’s Hazardous Ballet with Human Rights Diplomacy’ South African Institute of International Affairs (2018), available at: https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/resrep25983.pdf 

17) Mohammad Reza Dehshiri and Mohammad Hossein Neshastesazan, ‘Human Rights Diplomacy: Case Study of Brazil” (2018) 2 World Sociopolitical Studies 87-125.

18) Roland Burke, ‘”Real Thinking”: American Human Rights Diplomacy and the Perils of Anti-Emotionalism, 1950-1980” (2020) 31 Diplomacy and Statecraft 306-325.

19) Juergen Kleiner, ‘The Inertia of Diplomacy’ (2008) 19 Diplomacy & Statecraft 321-349.

20) Eytan Gilboa, ‘Diplomacy in the Media Age: Three Models of Uses and Effects,’ (2001) 21 Diplomacy & Statecraft 1-28.

21) For the mandate of UN Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs see https://dppa.un.org/en/prevention-and-mediation 
Further Reading:

22) Carla Ferstman, “Protecting Citizens from Torture Abroad: Are Governments Doing Enough?” in Current Issues in Human Rights and International Relations. Papers from the Clemens Nathan Research Centre, edited by Clemens Nathan, Leiden, Martinus Nijohff, 2010, pp. 175-181
23) Redress, The case of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe: Availability of Diplomatic Protection:  https://redress.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Zaghari-Ratcliffe-Opinion-Diplomatic-Protection-for-web.pdf
24) Peter R Baehr and Monique Castermans-Hollerman, The Role of Human Rights in Foreign Policy. 3rd ed. Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2004, esp pp. 45-88.

25) Kelly-Kate Pease, Human Rights and Humanitarian Diplomacy: Negotiating for Human Rights Protection and Humanitarian Access. OUP, 2016. Esp Chapters 1, 4 & 6.
26) Hazel Smith, “Humanitarian Diplomacy: Theory and Practice.” In Humanitarian Diplomacy: Practitioners and their Craft edited by Larry Minear and Hazel Smith, Tokyo: United Nations University Press, 2007, pp. 36-62
27) Henry Kissinger, “The Pitfalls of Universal Jurisdiction”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 80, No. 4 (Jul. - Aug., 2001), pp. 86-96.
28) Jared Genser and Bruno Stagno Ugarte eds.  The United Nations Security Council in the Age of Human Rights, Cambridge: CUP, 2016. 
29) United Nations Development Group, Rights Up Front: Detailed Action Plan. January 2014.

30) Katrin Kinzelbach. The EU’s Human Rights Dialogue with China: Quiet Diplomacy and Its Limits. Routledge. Abingdon 2014
31) Rosa Balfour, Human Rights and Democracy in EU Foreign Policy: The Cases of Ukraine and Egypt.  Abingdon: Routledge, 2012.
32) Chittharanjan F. Amersinghe, Diplomatic Protection. Oxford: OUP, 2008.

33) David Kennedy, The Dark Sides of Virtue: Reassessing International Humanitarianism. Princeton: University Press, 2004, esp. Chapter 9: Humanitarian Power, pp. 327-358
34) Stuart Murray et al. “The Present and Future of Diplomacy and Diplomatic Studies.” International Studies Review vol 13 (2011): 709-728

35) Maxmo Langer, “The Diplomacy of Universal Jurisdiction: the Political Branches and the Transnational Prosecution of International Crimes,” The American Journal of International Law, Vol. 105, No. 1 (January 2011), pp. 1-49.

36) G. R. Berridge, Diplomacy: Theory and Practice, 4th ed. London. Palgrave Macmillan, 2010.

37) G.R. Berridge, Talking to the Enemy: How States Without Diplomatic Relation Talk, Basingstoke, Macmillan, 1994.

38)  Eric Neumayer, “Distance, Power and Ideology: Diplomatic Representation in a World of Nation-States”, Area, Vol. 40, no. 2 (June 2008), pp. 228-236.

39) Annemarieke Vermeer-Kunzli, “Where the Law becomes Irrelevant: Consular Assistance and the European Union,” The International and Comparative Law Quarterly, vol. 60, no. 4 (October 2011), pp. 965-995.

40) Jacques Fomerand, “ UN Conferences: Media Events or Genuine Diplomacy.” Global Governance, Vol. 2, No. 3 (Sept.–Dec. 1996), pp. 361-375.

41) Sandy Vogelgesang, “Diplomacy of Human Rights.” International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 23, No. 2, Special Issue on Human Rights:International Perspectives (Jun., 1979), pp. 216-245.

42) Paul Sharp, Diplomatic Theory of International Relations, Cambridge: University Press, 2009. esp pp. 193-292

43) Geoffrey Allen Pigman, Contemporary Diplomacy: Representation and Communication in a Globalized World,  Cambridge: Polity Press, 2010. esp Chapter  8: Civil Society Organizations and Eminent Person Diplomats pp. 88- 105

44) Ron P Barston, Modern Diplomacy, 3rd ed.   Harlow: Pearson 2006

45) Luke  T Lee, Consular Law and Practice, 2nd ed. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1991. esp. pp. 124- 188 and  352-372.

46) Adam Watson, Diplomacy: The Dialogue Between States, London, Routledge, 1984.

47) Larry Winter Roeder, Jr,  and Albert Simard, Diplomacy and Negotiation for NGOs, Springer, 2013.

Week 3: International Human Rights Normative Framework: Regression and Fragmentation? 
The end of the Cold War is sometimes described as the springtime for human rights, with significant increase in the number of ratifications acquired by international human rights treaties. The World Conference on Human Rights at Vienna agreed that human rights are universal, indivisible and inter-related, but this consensus has proved to be fragile by subsequent developments, including the war on terror and the Islamic human rights movement. The lecture will examine the competing perspectives and arguments that produced the Vienna Consensus, subsequent practice by states, the progress made in advancing the normative framework as well as increasing compliance by states, especially through regional mechanisms and national processes. It will also explore the challenge posed to universalism by the war on terrorism, cultural relativism, and nativism.
Essential Reading: 
1) Kevin Boyle, Stock-taking on Human Rights: The World Conference on Human Rights,  Vienna, 1993. In Politics and Human Rights edited by David Beetham, Oxford, Blackwell, 1995, pp. 79-95.
2) Philip Alston, “The Populist Challenge to Human Rights,” Journal of Human Rights Practice, Volume 9, Issue 1, 1 February 2017, Pages 1–15.
3) Malcolm Lanford, ‘Critiques of Human Rights’, Annual Review of Law and Social Science, vol 14 pp 69-89.
4) Eric A Posner, The Twilight of Human Rights Law,  OUP, 2014, pp 79-122

Useful Reading:
1) Sandra Fredman, Comparative Human Rights, OUP, 2018.  Chapter 2:  ‘What Is a Human Right? Dealing with Disagreement’. Available online: https://oxford.universitypressscholarship.com/view/10.1093/oso/9780199689408.001.0001/oso-9780199689408-chapter-2.
2) Stephen Hopgood, Jack Snyder and Leslie Vinjamuri, “Introduction: Human Rights Past, Present and Future,” in Human Rights Futures edited by Hopgood, Snyder and Vinjamuri, Cambridge University Press, 2017, pp 1-23.
3) Jack Wheatley, The Idea of International Human Rights Law, OUP 2019. Chapter 7: ‘The Idea of International Human Rights Law’. Available online at https://oxford.universitypressscholarship.com/view/10.1093/oso/9780198749844.001.0001/oso-9780198749844-chapter-8
4) Jack Donnelly, “International human rights: Unintended consequences of the war on terrorism”, in Wars on Terrorism and Iraq: Human Rights, Unilateralism and US Foreign Policy edited by Thomas G Weiss, Margaret E Crahan, and John Goering, New York: Routledge, 2004, pp. 98-112.
5) Alison Brysk, The Future of Human Rights, Polity Press, 2018. Chapter 5: Reconstructing Rights in a Post-Liberal World. pp 94-108.

Further Reading:

6) Doutje Lettinga & Lars van Troost, eds., Debating the Endtimes of Human Rights: Activism and Institutions in a Neo-Westphalian World. The Hague: Netherlands Amnesty International, 2014. 
7) Kathryn Sikkink, Evidence for Hope: Making Human Rights Work in the 21st Century, Princeton University Press, 2017.

8) Samuel Moyn, Not Enough: Human Rights in an Unequal World, Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press 2018

9) Aaron Rhodes, The Debasement of Human Rights, New York, Encounter Books, 2018.

10) Stephen Hopgood, The Endtimes of Human Rights. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2013.

11) Michael Goodhart, “Origins and Universality in the Human Rights Debates: Cultural Essentialism and the Challenge of Globalization.” Human Rights Quarterly Vol. 25, No. 4 (Nov., 2003) (pp. 935-964)
12) Zehra F Arat, “Human Rights and Democracy: Expanding or Contracting? Polity, Vol. 32, No. 1 (Autumn, 1999), pp. 119-144 
13) Makau wa Mutua, “Conflicting Conceptions of Human Rights: Rethinking the Post-Colonial State,” Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of American Society of International Law), Vol. 89 (April 1995), pp. 487-490.
14) Katharin Fortin,  The Accountability of Armed Groups under  Human Rights Law. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017.

15) Michael Ignatieff ed. American Exceptionalism and Human Rights, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2005
16) Andrew Fagan and Hans Fridlund, ‘Relative Universality, Harmful Cultural Practices and the United Nations' Human Rights Council’, Nordic Journal of Human Rights, Vol 34, no. 1 (2016):  21-39.

17) Rosemary Foot, “Human Rights and Counterterrorism in Global Governance: Reputation and Resistance.” Global Governance, Vol. 11, No. 3 (July–Sept. 2005), pp. 291-310
18) Jean L Cohen, “Rethinking Human Rights, Democracy and Sovereignty in the Age of Globalization,” Political Theory, Vol. 36, No. 4 (Aug., 2008) (pp. 578-606).
19) R J Vincent, Human Rights in International Relations, Cambridge, University Press, 1986 esp. pp 37-57.

20) Michael Ignatieff, “Human Rights, The Laws of War, and Terrorism,” Social Research vol 69 no. 4 (2002), pp 374-381.

21) Harold Hongju Koh, “On American Exceptionalism,” Stanford Law Review, Vol. 55, No. 5 (May, 2003), pp. 1479-1527. 

22) Rosemary Foot. “Exceptionalism Again: The Bush Administration, the "Global War on Terror" and Human Rights.” Law and History Review, Vol. 26, No. 3, Law, War, and History (Fall, 2008), pp. 707-725

23) Anthony J Langlois, “Human Rights: The Globalisation and Fragmentation of Moral Discourse.” Review of International Studies. Vol. 28, No. 3 (Jul., 2002) (pp. 479-496)

24) Arjun Sengupta, “Right to Development as a Human Right,” Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 36, No. 27 (Jul. 7-13, 2001), pp. 2527-2536.

25)  William H Thornton, Back to Basics: Human Rights and Power Politics in the New Moralism, International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society, Vol. 14, No. 2 (Winter, 2000), pp. 315-332

26) Axel Dreher, Martin Gassebner and Lars Siemers, “Globalisation, Economic Freedom, and Human Rights,” The Journal of Conflict Resolution. Vol 56, no.3 (June 2012): 516-546

27)  Tony Evans, “If democracy, then human rights?”, Third World Quarterly, vol 22 no. 4 (August 2001): 623-642.

28) Rosemary Foot, "Torture: The Struggle over a Peremptory Norm in a Counter-Terrorist Era," International Relations 20.2 (2006): 131–51 

29)  Sibylle Schiepers, Negotiating Sovereignty and Human Rights: International Society and the International Criminal Court, Manchester: University Press, 2009.

30) Alison Brysk and Gershon Shafir eds. National Insecurity and Human Rights: Democracies Debate Counter terrorism,  Berkeley: UC Press, 2007.
31) Walter Kalin and Jorg Kunzil, The Law of International Human Rights Protection. Oxford: OUP, 2011 

32) Sumner B Twiss, “History, Human Rights, Globalization,” The Journal of Religious Ethics, Vol. 32, No. 1 (Spring, 2004), pp. 39-70

33) Cenap Cakmak, “The International Criminal Court in World Politics,” International Journal on World Peace, Vol. 23, No. 1 (MARCH 2006), pp. 3-40

34) Michael J Dennis, “The Fifty-Fifth Session of the UN Commission on Human Rights,” The American Journal of International Law, Vol. 94, No. 1 (Jan., 2000), pp. 189-197.

Week 4: The Politics of Norm Setting: Global and Regional Processes, (Torture, BHR, Climate Change)
Human rights norms often emerge as responses to painful experiences and through contentious processes. In a world of diverse cultures, religions and economic status, not to mention competing national interests, norm development can become a very protracted process; negotiated texts can take long time to be accepted, acceptance might be accompanied by reservations. Moreover, over time, the value of such acceptance or reservation may change, either positively or negatively; and regional norms might be developed that derogate from international standards. 

This seminar will examine how human rights norms are developed with a special focus on business and human rights.
Essential Reading: 
1) Ann Marie Clark, Diplomacy of Conscience:  Amnesty International and Changing Human Rights Norms. Princeton: University Press, 2001. esp pp 21-100.
2) Makhija, Heena. "India and Human Rights Diplomacy at the United Nations: The Discourse on Torture." Jadavpur Journal of International Relations (2022): 09735984221120298.
3) David Boyd, John Knox, Marc Limon, #The Time is Now: The Case for Universal Recognition of the Right to a Safe, Clean, Healthy and Sustaiable Environment. Geneva: Universal Rights Group, 2021,  pp 5-25. file:///Users/ahmedshaheed/Downloads/2021_URG_R2HE_TIME_REPORT_MM-2-page%20(1).pdf
4) Buhmann, K., ‘Navigating from “train wreck” to being “welcomed”: negotiation strategies and argumentative patterns in the development of the UN Framework,’ in Devas, S, and Bilchitz, D. (eds.), Human Rights Obligations of Business: Beyond the Corporate Responsibility to Respect? (2013), at Chapter 2.

Useful Reading:

1) Makau Mutua, “Standard Setting in Human Rights: Critique and Prognosis.” Human Rights Quarterly vol 29 no 3 (August 2007): 547-630
2) Munira Ali et al, What is the Future of the SOGI Mandate and What Does it Mean for the UN Human Rights Council? EJIL Talk! https://www.ejiltalk.org/what-is-the-future-of-the-sogi-mandate-and-what-does-it-mean-for-the-un-human-rights-council/
3) Jutta Joachim, “Framing Issues and Seizing Opportunities: The UN, NGOs, and Women’s Rights,” International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 47, No. 2 (Jun., 2003) pp. 247-274

4) Martha Finnemore and Kathryn Sikkink, “International Norm Dynamics and Political Change,” International Organization vol 52 no. 4 (Autumn 1998): 887-917

5) Clifford Bob, The International Struggle for New Human Rights. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania, 2009, esp pp 1-13.
Further Reading:

6) Kelly  J Shannon, “The Right to Bodily Integrity: Women’s Rights as Human Rights and the International Movement to end Female Genital Mutilation,” in The Human Rights Revolution: An International History edited by  Akira Iriye, Petra Goedde and William I Hitchcock, Oxford: UP,  2012, pp. 285-310
7) Deva, S., ‘Treating human rights lightly: a critque of the consensus rhetoric and the language employed by the Guiding Principles’ in Devas, S, and Bilchitz, D. (eds.), Human Rights Obligations of Business: Beyond the Corporate Responsibility to Respect? (2013), at Chapter 4. 

8) Leader, S., ‘Coherence, Mutual Assurance and the Rationale for a Treaty’ in Devas, S, and Bilchitz, D. (eds.), Building a Treaty on Business and Human Rights (2017) at Chapter 3.

9) Gregory Shaffer and Mark A Pollack, “Hard and Soft Law,” in Interdisciplinary Perspectives in International Law and International Relations edited by Jeffrey L Dunoff and Mark A Pollack, Cambridge: UP, 2013, pp 197-218.
10) Thomas Buergenthal, "The Normative and Institutional Evolution of International Human Rights," Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 19, Issue 4,1997
11) Charli Carpenter,  “Setting the Advocacy Agenda: Theorizing Issue Emergence and Non emergence in Transnational Advocacy Networks,” International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 51, No. 1 (Mar., 2007), pp. 99-120

12) Clifford Bob, “Globalization and the Construction of Human Rights Campaigns”. In Globalization and Human Rights, edited by Alison Brysk, Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002, pp. 133-147.

13) Marc Limon, Nazila Ghanea & Hilary Power, ‘Combating Global Religious Intolerance: the Implementation of Human Rights Council Resolution 16/18”. Geneva: Universal Rights Group, 2014.

14) Brian Greenhill, Transmitting Rights: International Organisations and the Diffusion of Human Rights Practices. Oxford: OUP, 2015

15) Kathryn Sikkink, The Justice Cascade: How Human Rights Prosecutions are Changing World Politics. New York: Norton, 2011, esp Chapter 4: “The Streams of the Justice Cascade,” pp. 96-125
16) Fanny Benedetti and John L. Washburn, “Drafting the International Criminal Court Treaty: Two Years to Rome and an Afterword on the Rome Diplomatic Conference,”   Global Governance, Vol. 5, No. 1 (Jan.–Mar. 1999), pp. 1-37.

17) Marlies Glasius, The International Criminal Court: A Global Civil Society Achievement. London: Routledge, 2006. esp pp. 1-21 and 111-131
18)  Lorenz Langer, Religious Offence and Human Rights: The Implications of the Defamation of Religions.  Cambridge: CUP, 2014, pp 160-199.

19) Nina Seppala, “Business and the International Human Rights Regime: A Comparison of UN Initiatives,” Journal of Business Ethics, Vol. 87, Supplement 2: Spheres of Influence/Spheres of Responsibility: Multinational Corporations and Human Rights (2009), pp. 401-41
20) Marlies Glasius, "Expertise in the Cause of Justice: Global Civil Society Influence on the Statute for an International Court," in Marlies Glasius, Mary Kaldor and Helmut Anheier (eds.), Global Civil Society 2002 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002),

21) Suzanne M Marks, “Global Recognition of Human Rights for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender People,”  Health and Human Rights, Vol. 9, No. 1 (2006), pp. 33-42

22) Michael J Gilligan and Nathaniel H Nesbitt, “Do Norms Reduce Torture?” The Journal of Legal Studies, Vol. 38, No. 2 (June 2009), pp. 445-470

23)  Sally Engle Merry, “Constructing a Global Law- Violence against Women and the Rights System”, Law & Social Inquiry, Vol. 28, No. 4 (Autumn, 2003) pp. 941-977

24)  Margaret Keck and Kathryn Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in International Politics,  Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1998. Chapter  5: “Transnational Networks on Violence against Women,”pp. 165-198

25) David M Goldstein, “Human Rights as Culprit, Human Rights as Victim:  Rights and Security in the State of Exception,” in The Practice of Human Rights: Tracking the Law between the Global and the Local, edited by Mark Goodale and Sally Engle Merry, Cambridge: University Press, 2007, pp 49-77.

26) Deena Hurwitz, Margaret Satterthwaite, eds. Human Rights Advocacy Stories, New York: Reuters/Foundation, 2009.

27) Ruth Wedgwood, “Fiddling in Rome: America and the International Criminal Court,” Foreign Affairs, vol 77, no. 6 (Nov-Dec 1998), 20-24.

28) Audie Klotz, Norms in International Relations: The Struggle Against Apartheid, Ithaca, NY: Cornell U P, 1995. 

29) Lee Feinstein and Todd Lindberg, Means to an End: US Interest in The International Criminal Court, Washington, DC: Brookings Institution, 2009

30) Mary Kaldor, Henritta Moore, and Sabine Selchow, eds. Global Civil Society 2012: Ten Years of Reflection, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012.

31) Wade M Cole, “Sovereignty Relinquished? Explaining Commitment to the International Human Rights Covenant, 1966-1999, American Sociological Review, vol 70, no. 3 (June 2005): 472-495

32) Burleigh Wilkins, “A short letter on Religious Toleration,” Journal of Ethics, vol 7. no. 3 (2003): 239-252.

33)  Susanne Zaingel, “How do norms travel? Theorizing International Women’s Rights in Transnational Perspective,” International Studies Quarterly, vol 56, no 1 (March 2012): 115-129

Week 5: Monitoring International Human Rights Protections
The proliferation of treaties and the increase in acceptance of the same expose the rising challenge of monitoring compliance and promoting implementation of human rights obligations of states. Nation-states as primary actors on the international stage by and large resist intrusive attempts to promote compliance, and this has led to the gradual evolution of a number of means, mechanisms and institutions to monitor and promote compliance. The human rights treaties themselves contain monitoring mechanisms, including in many cases procedures for individual complaints and adjudication. Prior to the development of treaty body mechanisms, a number of procedures were developed to promote universal monitoring and compliance, as in the Special Procedures Mandates, as well as more recent processes such as the Universal Periodic Review and other processes associated with the Human Rights Council. The seminar will examine various aspects of the politics of human rights monitoring and promotion from the “no power” doctrine of the 1950s to the Commissions of Inquiry associated with the Human Rights Council. 
Essential Reading: 
1) Stanley Cohen, “Government Responses to Human Rights Reports: Claims, Denials and Counter-Claims,” Human Rights Quarterly v 18 n 3 (1996):517-543 ·
2) Philip Alston and Ryan Goodman, International Human Rights. Oxford: UP, 2013, esp pp. 762-844.
3) Ahmed Shaheed and Rose Richter, “Coping Mechanisms for Non-Cooperation,” in The UN Special Procedures System edited by Aoife Nolan, Theresa Murphy and Rosa Freedman, Leiden: Martinus Nijhoff, 2017.
Useful Reading:
1) Michael O’Flaherty, “The United Nations Treaty Bodies as Diplomatic Actors,” in O’Flaherty et al Human Rights Diplomacy: Contemporary Perspectives, Leiden: Martinus Njohff, 2011, p 155-172

2) Chris Sidoti, “National Human Rights Institutions and the International Human Rights System,”in   Human Rights, State Compliance and Social Change: Assessing National Human Rights Institutions edited by Ryan Goodman and Thomas Pegram, Cambridge: University Press, 2012, pp. 93-123
3) Subhas Gujadar and Marc Limon, Towards the Third Cycle of UPR: Stick or Twist? Geneva: Universal Rights Group, 2016. Available online at http://www.universal-rights.org/urg-policy-reports/
4) Tom Pegram, ‘Global Human Rights Governance and Orchestration: National Human Rights Institutions as Intermediaries. European Journal of International Relations. 2015; 21(3):595-620. 
Further Reading: 

5) Ted Piccone, Catalysts for Change: How the U.N.’s Independent Experts Promote Human Rights. Washington, Brookings, 2012.
6) Todd Landman, Protecting Human Rights: A Comparative Study, Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 2006, esp. 159-170
7) Ekkehard Strauss, “Monitoring and Fact Finding by UN Human Rights Mechanisms,” in The International Politics of Human Rights: Rallying to the R2P Cause? edited by Monica Serrano and Thomas G Weiss, London: Routledge, 2014, pp. 67-86.

8) Ryan Goodman and Derek Jinks, “How to Influence States: Socialization and International Human Rights Law,” Duke Law Journal, Vol. 54, No. 3 (Dec., 2004) (pp. 621-703)
9) Aoife Nolan, Theresa Murphy and Rosa Freedman, The UN Special Procedures System, Martinus Nijhoff, 2017.

10) Sonia Cardenas, Conflict and Compliance: State Responses to  International Human Rights Pressure. Philadelphia: UOP, 2007.  Chapter 5: State Responses in Global Perspective.
11) Rhona Smith, "To see Themselves as Others see Them": The Five Permanent Members of the Security Council and the Human Rights Council's Universal Periodic Review, Human Rights Quarterly  vol 35,  no. 1 (Feb 2013): 1-32
12) Surya P Subedi, The Effectiveness of the UN Human Rights System. London: Routledge, 2017.
13) Emilie M Hafner-Burton, Making Human Rights a Reality, Princeton: University Press, 2013, esp pp. 86-115

14) Surya P Subedi, “Protection of Human Rights through the Mechanism of UN Special Rapporteurs,” Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 33, No. 1 (February 2011), pp. 201-228
15) Aidan Hehir and Robert W. Murray eds. Protecting Human Rights in the 21st Century, London: Routledge, 2017.
16) Humberto Cantu Rivera ed. The Special Procedures of the UN Human Rights Council, Cambridge: Intersentia 2015.
17) Kevin Boyle, ed. New Institutions for Human Rights Protection, Oxford: OUP,  2009. 
18) Ingrid Niffossi-Sutton, The Protection of Vulnerable Groups Under International Human Rights Law, Abingdon: Routledge, 2017.
19) James H Lebovic and Erik Voeten, “The Politics of Shame: The Condemnation of Country Human Rights Practices in the UNCHR”,  International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 50, No. 4 (Dec., 2006) (pp. 861-888)

20) Mac Darrow, Louise Arbour, “The Pillar of Glass: Human Rights in the Development Operations of the United Nations” ,The American Journal of International Law, Vol. 103, No. 3 (Jul., 2009), pp. 446-501.

21) Cherif Bassiouni and William Schabas (eds). New Challenges for the UN Human Rights Machinery: What future for the UN Treaty Body System and the Human Rights Council Procedures? Oxford: Intersentia, 2011.

22) Beth A Simmons, Mobilizing for Human Rights: International Law in Domestic Politics. Cambridge: CUP, 2009.

23) Ryan Goodman and Thomas Pegram, eds. Human Rights, State Compliance, and Social Change: Assessing National Human Rights Institutions. Cambridge, University Press, 2012.

24) Olivier De Schutter, International Human Rights Law: Cases, Materials, Commentary, Cambridge: CUP, 2010 ( part III on mechanisms of protection)

25) Feryal M Cherif, “Culture, Rights and Norms: Women’s Rights Reform in Muslim Countries. The Journal of Politics, vol 72 no. 4 (October 2010): 1144-1160
26) Emilie M. Hafner-Burton, “Trading Human Rights: How Preferential Trade Agreements Influence Government Repression” , International Organization, Vol. 59, No. 3 (Summer, 2005), pp. 593-629
27) The Economist Intelligence Unit, “The Road from Principles to Practice: Today’s Challenges for Business in Protecting Human Rights,” London: The Economist, 2015. Available online at http://www.universal-rights.org/urg-policy-reports/the-road-from-principles-to-practice-todays-challenges-for-business-in-respecting-human-rights/
Week 6: Civil Society and Human Rights Diplomacy
The global civil society is arguably the engine of the international human rights movement through norm-shifting, law-making, monitoring and implementing activities. Civil society was instrumental in the development of the UDHR as well as in more recent initiatives such as the convention against torture. Globalisation and advances in communications have increased the reach of civil society actors and their ability to influence human rights developments. In a world of states who jealously guard their sovereignty, the civil society remains an important medium for the articulation of human rights norms and concerns about their violations. The impact of civil society in achieving change will be examined across a number of contexts and themes, assessing the power of NGOs and its limits.
Essential Reading:
1) Peggy Hicks, “Human Rights Diplomacy: the NGO Role,” in Michael O’Flaherty et al, eds, Human Rights Diplomacy: Contemporary Perspectives, Leiden: Martinus Nijohff, 2011, pp. 217-222.
2) CIVICUS, State of Civil Society Report 2018
3) Elizabeth Griffin, “Ethical Responsibilities of Human Rights NGOs,” The International Journal of Not-for-Profit Law, vol. 15 no. 2 (December 2013): 5-23.
4) Julia Kreienkamp, ‘Policy Brief: Responding to the Global Crackdown on Civil Society’,  Global Governance Institute, University College, London, September 2017. https://www.ucl.ac.uk/global-governance/news/2017/sep/responding-global-crackdown-civil-society
Useful Reading:

1) CIVICUS, State of Civil Society Report 2021: Civil Society in the International Arena
2) Peter R Baehr, Non-Governmental Human Rights Organizations in International Relations, Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2009, esp. 64-101.
3) Ben Schokman and Phil Lynch, “Effective NGO Engagement with the Universal Periodic Review,” in Human Rights and the Universal Periodic Review edited by Hilary Charlesworth and Emma Larking, Cambridge: CUP, 2014, pp. 126-146
4) Ann Marie Clark, Diplomacy of Conscience, Princeton: University Press, 2001, esp. pp. 124-142
5) Harm Reduction International, The UN Human Rights System and Harm Reduction Advocacy: A training package for civil society organisations (2010) https://www.hri.global/human-rights-training 
6) Asia Catalyst, Grassroots training manuals resource library: https://asiacatalyst.org/resources/full-manuals/ 
7) Maya Sabatello and Marianne Schulze, eds.  Human Rights and Disability Advocacy, Edited by, UPenn Press, 2013, any chapter depending on your interest.
8) International Network of People who Use Drugs, 'Nothing About Us, Without Us: Manifesto by People who Use Illicit Drugs', (Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network, International HIV/AIDS Alliance and the Open Society Institute, May 2008) https://www.hr-dp.org/contents/745 
9) Saskia Brechenmacher and Thomas Carothers. Defending Civic Space: Is the International Community Stuck? Report. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2019.  http://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep20981.3.
Further Reading: 

10) Peter J Spiro, “Nongovernmental Organizations in International Relations (Theory),” in  Interdisciplinary Perspectives in International Law and International Relations edited by Jeffrey L Dunoff and Mark A Pollack, Cambridge: UP, 2013pp. 223-240.
11) Beth Simmons  Mobilizing for Human Rights: International Law in Domestic Politics, Cambridge University Press, 2009)

12) Peter Willetts, “The Cardoso Report on the UN and Civil Society: Functionalism, Global Corporatism, or Global Democracy?” Global Governance, Vol. 12, No. 3 (July–September 2006) (pp. 305-324)

13) United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Working with the UN Human Rights Programme: A Handbook for Civil Society, Geneva, 2008. Online at http://www.ohchr.org/en/AboutUs/CivilSociety/Documents/Handbook_en.pdf
14) European Parliament Policy ‘Shrinking Space for Civil Society: the EU response’, April 2017, EP/EXPO/B/COMMITTEE/FWC/2013-08/Lot8/12. http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/578039/EXPO_STU(2017)578039_EN.pdf
15) Karen Bennet, et al. Critical Perspectives on the Security and Protection of Human Rights Defenders, Abingdon: Routledge, 2017.
16) Aryeh Neier, The International Human Rights Movement: A History,  Princeton, University Press, 2012, esp. Chapters 8-10, pp. 186-257.
17) Stephen Hopgood. Keepers of the Flame: Understanding Amnesty International. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2006. 

18) Glenn Tatsuya Mitoma, Glen Mitoma,  “Civil Society and International Human Rights: The Commission to Study the Organization of Peace and the Origins of the UN Human Rights Regime,” Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 30, No. 3 (Aug., 2008), pp. 607-630
19) John Keane, ‘Civil Society, Definitions and Approaches’ in Helmut K. Anheier, Stefan Toepler, and Regina List, (eds.), International Encyclopedia of Civil Society (Springer 2009).
20) William Korey, Taking on the World’s Repressive Regimes:  The Ford Foundation’s International Human Rights Policies and Practices, New York, Palgrave MacMillan, 2007.

21) Akira Iriye, Petra Goedde and William I Hitchcock,  eds. The Human Rights Revolution: An International History,  Oxford, University Press, 2012.
22) Amanda Murdie and Tavishi Bhasin.  "Aiding and Abetting: Human Rights INGOs and Domestic Protest." Journal of Conflict Resolution v 55, no. 2  (2011): 163-91.

23) Claude Welch, Jr., ed. NGOs and Human Rights: Promise and Performance. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Press, 2001.
24) Ariel C. Armony, The Dubious Link: Civic Engagement and Democratization (Stanford University Press 2004).
25) Angela Hegarty and Siobhan Leonard, eds. Human Rights: An Agenda for the 21st Century,  London: Cavendish Publishing,1999

26) Pam Spees, "Women's Advocacy in the Creation of the International Criminal Court: Changing the Landscapes of Justice and Power," Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, Vol. 28, Issue 4, 2003. 

27) David R. Davis, Amanda Murdie and Coty Garnett Steinmetz, “Makers and Shapers": Human Rights INGOs and Public Opinion,” Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 34, No. 1 (February 2012) (pp. 199-224)
28) Monisha Bajaj, Human Rights Education, Philadelphia, PA:  Pennsylvania University Press, 2017
29) Bronwyn Leebaw, “The Politics of Impartial Activism: Humanitarianism and Human Rights,” Perspectives on Politics, Vol. 5, No. 2 (Jun., 2007) (pp. 223-239)

30) James Ron, Howard Ramos and Kathleen Rodgers “Transnational Information Politics: NGO Human Rights Reporting,1986-2000,” International Studies Quarterly Vol. 49, No. 3 (Sep., 2005) (pp. 557-587)

31) Rachel Brett, “The Role and Limits of  Human Rights: NGOs at the United Nations,” in Politics and Human Rights edited by David Beetham, Oxford: Blackwell, 1995, pp. 96-110.
32) Omar G. Encarnacion, The Myth of Civil Society (Palgrave Macmillan US 2003).
33) Sam R Bell, K Chad Clay and Amanda Murdie, “Neighbourhood Watch: Spatial Effects of Human Rights INGOs,” The Journal of Politics, Vol. 74, No. 2 (April 2012) (pp. 354-368)
34) Paul J Nelson and Elleny Dorsey, New Rights Advocacy: Changing Strategies of Development and Human Rights NGOs , Washington, DC.,Georgetown University Press (April 2008).

35) Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in International Politics. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1998.

36) Benjamin Stachursky, The Promise and Perils of Transnationalization: NGO Activism and the Socialization of Women’s Human Rights in Egypt and Iran, New York Routledge, 2013.

37)  William Korey, NGOs and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1998. 

38) Amanda Murdie and David Davis.  "Shaming and Blaming: Using Events Data to Assess the Impact of Human Rights INGOs." International Studies Quarterly (March 2012): 1-16

39) James Ron,  Howard Ramos, and Kathleen Rodgers.  "Transnational Informational Politics: NGO Human Rights Reporting, 1986-2000." International Studies Quarterly 49 (2005): 557-87. 

40) Nigel Rodley, “Can Armed Opposition Groups Violate Human Rights?” in Human Rights in the Twenty-first Century: A Global Challenge edited by Kathleen E Mahoney and Paul Mahoney, Dordrecht: Martinus Nijohff, 1993, pp. 297-318.

41) Emilie M Haffner-Burton, Making Human Rights a Reality, Princeton: University Press,2013.

Week 7: Human Rights in Foreign Policy: Means or End? 

Over the past three decades, human rights interests have become embedded in the foreign policies of a growing number of states. Countries that declare human rights promotion a major objective of their foreign policies employ a range of means and methods to pursue their goals. However, many such countries are open to the allegation of using human rights as an instrument to pursue unrelated foreign policy goals.

The seminar will examine how countries use foreign policy to promote human rights abroad and assess how this pursuit relates to other foreign policy concerns, across a range of case studies covering great powers and small states. It will also assess the most effective strategies and means of pursuing human rights as a foreign policy goal.

Essential Reading: 

1) David P Forsythe, Human Rights in International Relations, 4th ed. Cambridge: University Press, 2018, esp. Chapter 6: “Human Rights and Foreign Policy in Comparative Perspective,” pp  197-239.
2) Alison Brysk, Global Good Samaritans: Human Rights as Foreign Policy, Oxford: University Press, 2009, esp. pp. 42-65 & 220-234.
3) European Council, EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2020-2024. 
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/eu_action_plan_on_human_rights_and_democracy_2020-2024.pdf
Useful Reading:

1) Toby King, “The European Union as a Human Rights Actor,”in Michael O’Flaherty et al, eds. Human Rights Diplomacy: Contemporary Perspectives,  Leiden: Martinus Nijohff, 2011, pp. 77-100.
2) Robert Hutchings, “American Diplomacy and the End of the Cold War in Europe,” in Foreign Policy Breakthroughs: Cases in Successful Diplomacy, edited by Robert Hutchings and Jeremi Suri. Oxford: OUP, 2015, pp 148-172.
3) Suzanne Katzenstein and Jack Snyder, ‘Expediency of the Angels,” The National Interest No. 100 (March/April 2009), pp. 58-65 
Further Reading: 

4) Elizabetta Brighi and Christopher Hill, “Implementation and Behaviour”, in Foreign Policy: Theories, Actors, Cases, edited by Steve Smith, Emilia Hadfield and Tim Dunne, 3rd ed, Oxford: 2016, pp. 147-167.
5) Valerie M Hudson, “The history and Evolution of Foreign Policy Analysis,” in Foreign Policy: Theories, Actors, Cases, edited by Steve Smith, Emilia Hadfield and Tim Dunne, 3rd ed, Oxford: 2016, pp 13-34.

6) Andrew Moravcsik, “The Paradox of U.S. Human Rights Policy,” in Michael Ignatieff ed. American Exceptionalism and Human Rights, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2005, pp 147-197
7) David P Forsythe, US Foreign Policy and Human Rights: Situating Obama, Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 33, No. 3 (August 2011), pp. 767-789.
8) Peter R. Baehr, Monique C. Castermans-Holleman and Fred Grünfeld,  “Human 

Rights in the Foreign Policy of the Netherlands,” Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 24, No. 4 (Nov., 2002), pp. 992-1010.
9) Stanley Hoffman, “Reaching for the Most Difficult: Human Rights as a Foreign Policy Goal,” Daedalus, Vol. 112, No. 4, Human Rights (Fall, 1983), pp. 19-49
10) Jan Hancock, “Human rights narrative in the George W. Bush Administrations” Review of International Studies Vol. 37, No. 2 (April 2011) (pp. 805-823)

11) Alison Brysk, “Global Good Samaritans? Human Rights Foreign Policy in Costa Rica,” Global Governance, Vol. 11, No. 4 (Oct.–Dec. 2005) (pp. 445-466)
12) Rosa Balfour, Human Rights and Democracy in EU Foreign Policy: The Cases of Ukraine and Egypt.  Abingdon: Routledge, 2012.
13) Tijen Demirel-Pegg and James Moskowitz, “US Aid Allocation: The Nexus of Human Rights, Democracy, and Development, Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 46, No. 2 (march 2009), pp. 181-198

14) R J Vincent, Human Rights and International Relations, Cambridge: CUP, 1986; esp 129-152.

15) Monica Serrano and Thomas G Weiss, eds., The International Politics of Human Rights: Rallying to the R2P Cause? London:Routledge, 2014.

16) David L Cingranelli and David L Richards, “Respect for Human Rights after the End of the Cold War,” Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 36, No. 5 (Sep., 1999), pp. 511-534.

17) Lerna K Yanik, “Guns and Human Rights: Major Powers, Global Arms Transfers, and Human Rights Violations,” Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 28, No. 2 (May, 2006) (pp.357-388)
18) Lowell Dittmer, “Chinese Human Rights and American Foreign Policy: A Realist Approach,” The Review of Politics Vol. 63, No. 3 (Summer, 2001) (pp. 421-459) 

19) David P Forsythe, “Human Rights and US Foreign Policy: Two Levels, Two Worlds,” in  Politics and Human Rights edited by David Beetham, Oxford: Blackwell, 1995, pp. 111-130.

20) Bill Winter, “Human Rights Diplomacy: 'Quiet' or Totally Mute?”American Bar Association Journal, Vol. 68, No. 10 (October, 1982), p. 1203.

21) Manoj K Joshi, “The "Human Rights Phase" of American Foreign Policy” Social Scientist, Vol. 10, No. 6 (Jun., 1982), pp. 38-50.

22) Dominique Clement, “Human Rights in Canadian Domestic and Foreign Politics: From "Niggardly Acceptance" to Enthusiastic Embrace,” Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 34, No. 3 (August 2012), pp. 751-778

23) Jerome J Shestack, “Human Rights, the National Interest, and U. S. Foreign Policy,” Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science Vol. 506, Human Rights around the World (Nov., 1989) (pp. 17-29)

24) Zhou Qi, “Conflicts over Human Rights between China and the US” Human Rights Quarterly Vol. 27, No. 1 (Feb., 2005) (pp. 105-124)

25) Rathnam Indurthy, “Human Rights in U.S. Policy toward Israel: Explanations 1987-Present,”  International Journal on World Peace, Vol. 23, No. 3 (Sept. 2006), pp. 45-91

26) Mary Caprioli and Peter F Trumbore, “Human Rights Rogues in Interstate Disputes, 1980-2001 ,” Journal of Peace Research, Vol. 43, No. 2 (Mar., 2006), pp. 131-148

27) Roberta Cohen,  “Human Rights Diplomacy: The Carter Administration and the Southern Cone”, Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 4, No. 2 (Summer, 1982) (pp. 212-242)

28) Filip Palda, Can Repressive Regimes Be Moderated through Foreign Aid? Public Choice, Vol. 77, No. 3 (Nov., 1993), pp. 535-550.

29)  Arun Sengupta, Official Development Assistance: The Human Rights Approach. Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 37, No. 15 (Apr. 13-19, 2002), pp. 1424-1436

30)  United States Senate, Committee on Foreign Relations, Human Rights and Democratic Reform in Iran, Washington, DC, 2012.

31) C. William Walldorf, Jr. Just Politics: Human Rights and the Foreign Policy of Great Powers. Ithaca: Cornell, 2008.
Week 8: Post-Colonial Approaches to Human Rights

While international human rights law is framed as universal norms and human rights, grounded on human dignity, these perspectives are coming under increasing challenge, not only as the world is experiencing a systemic shift in global power structures, but also from increasing knowledge production in the global south and growing pluralism of societies. Such critical discourses include those represented in Third World Approaches to International Law. The seminar will engage with the TWAIL scholarship to examine how these critical discourses impact on the promotion of human rights. 
Essential Reading:

1) Katrin Kinzelbach, “Resisting the Power of Human Rights: the People’s Republic of China,” in The Persistent Power of Human Rights: From Commitment to Compliance edited by Thomas Risse, Stephen C Ropp and Kathryn Sikkink, pp. 164-181.
2) Gathii, James Thuo, The Promise of International Law: A Third World View (June 25, 2020). Grotius Lecture Presented at the 2020 Virtual Annual Meeting of the American Society of International Law, Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract= 

3) José-Manuel Barreto, ‘Introduction: Decolonial Strategies and Dialogue in the Human Rights Field,’ in José-Manuel Barreto (ed.), Human Rights from a Third World Perspective: Critique, History and International Law, (Cambridge University Press, 2013), p. 1-38 

4) Makau Mutua, ‘The Transformation of Africa: A Critique of Rights Discourse,’ in Felipe Gomez Isa and Koen de Feyter (eds.), Human Rights and Diversity: International Human Rights Law in a Global Context, p. 899 – 924 available online at: http://www.deusto-publicaciones.es/ud/openaccess/hnet/pdfs_hnet/hnet26.pdf 

Further Reading

1) B.S. Chimni, ‘Third World Approaches to International Law: A Manifesto,’ International Community Law Review, (2006), 8 p. 2-27 available at: https://www.jnu.ac.in/sites/default/files/Third%20World%20Manifesto%20BSChimni.pdf 
2) Nilay Saiya, ‘Christianising Foreign Policy: The Case of American Evangelicals and the Middle East,’ in  idem, The Global Politics of Jesus: A Christian Case for Church-State Separation, Oxford Univeristy Press, 2022, pp 127-162. https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780197638835.003.0005
3) Eslava, Luis, and Pahuja, Sundhya, ‘Between Resistance and Reform: TWAIL and the Universality of International Law,’ Trade, Law and Development, (2011), 3(1), p. 103-130 available online at: https://kar.kent.ac.uk/40963/1/EslavaPahuja__Between_Resistance_and_Reform_TWAIL_and_the_Universality_of_International_Law-libre.pdf    (27 pages)

4) José-Manuel Barreto (ed.), Human Rights from a Third World Perspective: Critique, History and International Law, (Cambridge University Press, 2013)

5) Gathii, James Thuo, Writing Race and Identity in a Global Context: What CRT and TWAIL Can Learn From Each Other (June 5, 2020). UCLA Law Review, Vol. 67, 2020, Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3620343
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Week 9: The Power of Human Rights: From Compliance to Operationalisation
The seminar will examine various theoretical and practical approaches to realising human rights, including the challenges of mainstreaming and operationalizing human rights and address issues of human rights compliance from a multidisciplinary perspective.  The final seminar will also revisit and review the relationships between human rights diplomacy and human rights impact and between international law and international relations in the context of promoting and protecting human rights.  Students will focus on the implications for the practice of human rights diplomacy from the socialization processes and the scope conditions identified in the Spiral Model and for the protection of human rights from competing theoretical conceptions of international relations.
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